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®o By 73 NARA Datdb S

gCI (jé}/‘ ~ Subject: Post-Apollo Space Cooperatlon with the
RF Europeans and Launch Assurances

~I1.am. pleased to report- thau substantq.al progress 7”2'771
has been made in carrylng out your dlrectlves, as e;y/”
forth in Dr. Kissinger's memorandum of August 18, 1471
with regard to space. coeperatlon with the natlons of
Western Europe. : : : :

In a, letter of September 1, 1971 from Under Secretary
Johnson to Minister Lefevre, Chalrman of the .European
Space Conference, (Attachment 1) we sought to reassure v}
Europeans on launch assistance by offer;ng on.a reim- «
bursable basis to 1aunch all European satellltes for ‘\§
peaceful purposes which are consistent with our inter-
national obligations. After extensive consultations
among ESC members Lefevre replied on December 23, 1971 ﬁS ~~
(Attachment 2) transmitting detailed deserlptlons of a N\
reglonal European communications satellite system and
inquiring whether the United States would be- prepared
to support this program when it is officially submitted (Y\ :Q;
to INTELSAT. We are now studying the proposed system
carefully to determine whether we can regard it as be- "T\
ing compatlble w1th INTELSAT.

' The technlcal dlscussiQns whmch you dlrected
NASA to continue with the Europeans for exploration of
possible areas of post-Apollo space: cooperation were
‘resumed with a meeting of NASA and European space €xperts
in Washington from November 30 to December 3, 1971. On
a no commitment basis a number aof possible cooperatlve
work tasks were defined-and discussed, Both Minister
Lefevre and NASA expressed: setlsfactlon with progress
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made in identifying areas in which Europeans might wish
to participate, and the Europeans have already appro-
priated more than $2 million for conceptual studies in
these areas. Attachment 3 is NASA's report on the meet-
ing and its assessment of the prospects for future
cooperation.

Progress during the next meetlng of technical experts,
planned for early February 1972,/ should be even greater
as result of the January 5 announcement of your -decision
to proceed with development of the Shuttle. The pros-
pects for substantial European contributions to the
post-Apollo program are clouded, however, by residual
European doubts about whether our offer of launch assist-
ance is sufficiently adequate to permit Europe to forgo
development of its own large and expensive rockets.
Europe also regards the delays in reaching agreement on
the joint aeronautical satellite project as an ominous
“sign concerning our future intentions on space cooperation.

‘3§é%%I;;m P. Rogers E};‘“*——-~,

1. Under Secretary Johnson's letter to Minister
Lefevre, September 1, 1971.

Attachments:

2. Minister Lefevﬁe‘s letter to Under Secretary
Johnson, December 23, 1971.

3. NASA Report on Technical Discussions with the
European Space Conference, Including European
Views and Interests in post-Apollo Space

Activities, January 11, 1972.
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